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Militery bervice Induction Procedure{

. "Young people of military age a¥e indugted into the Polish armed forces twice &
year: in May-June end (suppleméﬂﬁ@rxA*nductinn) in September.

E I The young men
get. a summons Ly post telling. them exectly on what day and.wvhat hour they have to
appear before the approprinte commission:

> 2k "the Rejonova Komende Pdborows. in the
ploce of their permanent residence.  Should they temporarily vwork or: live st some
other wplace, they go with this sumnions to the railwa

tict

v ticket office there and get a
ot Tree of chorge to trovel to their permanent place of residence.

tonomente coborowa do not colnelde with the scdministretive divisions
Yy, in Joannn b > oure two Romende roborows:

one in Ullea
in Uliee go. In the provinces it is forbidden
- zeiries on the drys the levy is toking plece. :

3. when o reeruit arn:
duty his sumisus

org on the premises of the commission he hands to the N.C.0. on
snd the Fcllowing documents:

Odeinck :emeldowenie or_Dowod Qcohisty
wetryha Urodzenla

~tsvisdezenie Lekarskie

riedezenie Jreay

i

The reeruit ney be e
Mle Jekn dndr lnrode:
“paily (mother -
to suard,

3oy
Loy dmaoetn

-

ed from service il he can oroduce o certificete of the

t hils fether 1 dend and Le is the only breadwinner in the

orothers snd sisters) or that he.hus o wife 2n@ small child
-y also be exemnted 1f their fnetory or institution has mili-

AN anve & zertificate gioting that they are thsolutely required

in the »roduction - ’ T v

ffo "Then the resrulis trite of their clothes in o larye

ononodig slong Lhe wells,

e, In tuls rocn tusir height
commisnion Troper tlits

wWwialting room and hang them up
sits In coather roonm.

snd welght tre measured. fThe
It conzists of two to five cofficers NG e
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“into these services are 'ideological level' and social origin. The especlelly tall,
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or tvwo ormy doctors. Somotimes *he[ sit ot one tnble; sometimes the officer and
doeor groups euchi have o teble; sometimes there are several small reception groups
in one large room.

"mhe recruits ore called to this commission either in onc or two pairs, the N.C.O.

on duty ¢alling thelr femily nemes in the woiting room. The first questions are put
by the doctors who ask what diseases a reeruit hos had. If he mentions TB, he is
eremined in greater dctail. Cuestlons are also asked on vencreasl diseases. The
recruit's eyesight 1s checked by making him read letters and numbers of verying sizes

from a certein distence. This ends the medical examination which hardly ever tekes
more than Tive minutes. ) :

"Then couies the psychological examinations vwhich differs from one Komende Poborowa to
another. At some, oroper intelligence tests are onducted; at others the guestions
are more or less political. But on the whole the examination is meant to test the
intelligence level of the recruit in order to determine for which service he is most
suitable. At places where the intelligence tests have been used they heve been the
Binet-Termon tests (three or four questions only). the Masselon test to determine
imagination (construction of certain figures with biocks), the Pifron test for
attentiveness {counting with the eyes 8 number of irregulerly placed dots). Some
commissicns have had psychotechnicol apperatus Por the determination of technicel
abilities {(e.g. o Zeider spparatus at Poznen). Along with these psychological tests,

the recruit is questioned on his education and profession, whether he is interested
in sport, etc. . . .

"After these examinations the recrulits return to the waiting room, get dressed and weit
several hours before o 1C.O. comes and hends them the resolution of the commission,

which gives the date when they are to present themselves for service and the address

of either the Rcjonowa Keomends Uzupelnien or the barracks where they have to be at a
certain hour on that date. This dote is rarely less then e week or more than a month
distant. - Nothing is said sbout whet servicc or where the recruit is to serve. Here

it must be pointed out that service in the air.force, the navy and some other

special services is virtually reserved for volunteers. The volunteers (from 17 Yyears

of age) have the right to choose where they would serve; 5 per cent of those inducted ir-
into the navy and airforce consist of volunteers. The decisive factors for admission

strong boys are sent to the KBW.

Mg h

W

"On the appointed day the recruits appear at the collecting point. AThey are checked
and, then despatched in cottle wagons to their future unit., The syster is to summon
all thosc appointad to o certain unlt on one date. When the unit is not located far
away they are teken there in srucks; if it is ot some distence, they go by train.

In all cases they travel under guerd with four or f£ive armed soldlers from the local
Kommandantura per every 20-30 racruits. The recruits never know where they are .
going. They Jjudge the distance by the amount of flood they are told to take with them

for ‘thewjourney. . . '

"Immediately on arrival in the parracks of their sppointed unit the recrults are
sub jected to scvere discipline. The sergeants shout and abuse them; everything has
to be done ot top speed; ell movement is a run. In the barrack yard they get their
first army mesl: soup of potatpes or groats with & 1little meat. They rmust eat as
Adrklsr ng noscible ond then line un for & nedveut.  After the bhalreut they.go

to the depot where they get a uniform and store their civilian clothes.

"on the second day the ofiicers conduct short conversations or exemination with the
recruits. Their questlons are very elementery, e.g., hov large is the population of
Poland, who are her ncighbours, ete.?
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time the recruits get no town
soldiers.

Example i: Gdansk lngineering

4/
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A
"The Tirst six weeks of service ?.re considered 'recpuiy treiningt.
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During this

"Following was Lhe

- - |
e had completed seven vears of elementary

Budowy Ckretow (Shin Cons
construction off'ice %

crucet

avvezr before the sfejonove Komend}a Poborova ot Giansk-Lrzeszoz Sept 52. . 1

"The Komends: sot in three barr
not its osermancent cremises; at

ion College)
~tocznia Gdenske (%he Gdansk shipysrcd).

3.ck}s in Uliico Rolosowskiego in Cept 1952,

leave. They are also kept isoclated “rom the other !

\ . i
Student . i
¥peérience in Jept 52 of o Gdansk engineering student.)
£ school and four Jears &t the Liceum |

in Gdansk. lle was employed in the ship

: e was summoned to
These were:

other “he recruits

tinmes it may mcet sonewnere else.

. . : - - -
swmone Y. were born in the —enrs 1930, 1931, J.932,,-.(a.,uvr:~.ys three years at a 'time). ;
They had got their swimons by posh. On the day this recruit apdeared before the ‘
lfomienda the swuions concerned Joung men whose names began with 'PRY. There were

about J.QO or more.

"After a sergennt Lo
paragraph 3) they werce
doctor in Gdansk. ‘¢
on Lhe state o hi

coliected

his

lungs.
"Ihey were driven back to the
commission by tuc's.

sat one and ive
first to

.
a%¢

their state of heaith (orocities]
ith 1
There the recy

one disesse or another).
officers' table.

least subject recruit did. The

recruit with reports on them fram ﬁhe milltis and their plece of work or ‘Bchool,

All five made copious notes and

speed so he would have no time to.think out his answers.
vhy he was not a ZMP membexr (Au‘s
poor, ete.'); vhether he would J

vhether he hed
Germany); hen

rere

romenca on the same trucks ond
completely, cven shoes and socks,

L tk‘levir sumnons and other Gocuments (see list,
n trucks - 20 on each - and taken to the sick fund i
examined and X-rayed.  Lach recrult got & note

Loid to undress !
whey were cslled before the |
wuo- tables: two army caoctors

in the vaiting room.
mission room there wrere

anteins and majors - at tnother. The recruits went
nded over the note Trom the sick [ind doctor and were!

not ot ail. “hen the Joultors wrote statement on
LLyl alwnys lpood aithoush some reeruits. complained. of
his statemenc each recruit stepped over .to the

ults underwent a scrt of political exemination, at
officers hed in front. of them a dossier on every. .

a

fired their questions at.the recruit with great . |
SubJect recruit was asked !
ver: 'No time, much to learn et college, health !
in' the 2P in the army (Ansver: 'Yes, of course‘); i

{eourd not deny that he hed Four wncles in West

~oltnd' wes his Iuther o CP member; ¢id his.mother have
a Jjob ovuiziie inl the end, beeruse. this reeruitc had some technieal

Treining in ohi
school vhexro
to a cluisy oserstion) wou
higs cxm hurt him often. .. .tw

- {one
he
oL

ERATPRE T,
e T

o

sked whether hi wou like o go to naval officer:
of his cims is fouy cm shorter bhan the othexr owing
no ;’)bsi;:‘.a:le. de =aid no; he had no loud voice and
¥ he hrd no wish o go beczuse 14 would mean three

a

veers at the school, three yesrs of}service 28 o cadet on o ship znd 15 years service
~.o oilicer. 'The commission plainly choved their digsplessure 2t his refusa)l. ;
"Ie was sen’ bocek to che waiting [room znd ellowved to. dress. ‘hree hours loter a :
sergeant came out ard handed hinm certvificate of eremption ¥ram milltary service. i
The whole orocedurc had tuken Zrom 8 o.n. to U Daa. Lk certifilcotes off permanent

crenption are yeliow oblongs “olded |[in three
his -who had- 2 Wooden' ie

friend. of

"The certificates ol temporery o
given to pewsons unavois

those in their 1 :
can Droduee e roerti

aswy
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Approved For Release 20(

~bly recu

21 ot college who ore vely
i

2te Lo this

igot Leries 1.
!

. Uds'belodged to Series B; o

siteen and valid for one year. They are

of miiltasy importance or to
glubed and politically reliable ond

empision coro
!
Lred ot zowe

foetory

efieet.
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18- '"TPhe boys levie
appeer at-a col

S

ste but o t“avelling order anda. noti.ce to

C-0h no eertifi

atoon oogiven éot

L 60 o niliitoyy service resorted to a trick to
Ak cnd nectulted o militismen in this state Just
orothe Jfourn2y to their unit. TFor -this they 8ot one | !
et alote oy the militory authorities until thhe next

wr. dow thilc wo longer helps ac the levied men are
taken from the sriscr sent wo their uniits vhen their day comes if they are
serving & smevbence I

for o _otity offenze. (Yo assoult a nilitiemen 4n 2 sober atate
is = po'l.iticc.,- crine, j;m' wt of an cacuy of the su.-‘cc, and. 'mnisha.ble by serera.l

19. "In former yeor
escape it: N
vefore they hed to mu
month of »riscn bul
1évy, sonetimes Ior o

g

1

years in o ichor camc.} - . S = ';‘
Txemple IL: &rilor in ihe.rolish Merchont inrine ' ' el -
20. TFollowing was the inouction expericnne, =izo in Sept-52, of another recrutt, a

sallor in the ;’olish liorchont derine.. He-wns born 1931 ond was al gredunte of the
gzkolse Morska. 'Fh* ¢ 3. intluded beecuse cerinin statements vary from those in the
preceding nnrﬂgrvh 7
21. "Twice 8 ye'\r there is n conserintion ol Jouwag-men into the Pol:Lsh Army from’
3 April to-l oy end “rom L Lopt to 1 Cet. Detween these two perlods there are
ewbra drsfé eomplssiens for syecinl coses. In Gdynia the summons +6 ‘present oneself
for conscription are senh out by the wojskown Kommende. Rua. jonowe, tfomerly Ra;lonova
Kommende Yzupoinid ot Lrshington Ltrzet. There is tonsiderable confusiony some- ' :
times people wlrecdy ser ,m; are swamoned; some ere summoned several times; others
- mever. Subject hifcoll ot four summonc: one ot FZM (Tolske Yegluge Morska), the
4 ‘ firm which empioyed him; Trine 1o m/s Hyssa on which he s Lled, otte to his home a.nd. one
was hﬂnued him on cntering the premises of tnp Hormendza.. e

P

22, "During the zutvmn dreft of 1952 Sheve wne £oecizl confusion. .M: the eﬁd. Jul ‘52 ,
it wes procleimed that the men born in 1932 had to present themaelvea P also those oo )
“wortr in 1929-1931 who had hot been collcd wp hitherto. Furthermor 5 ell tbog o ’

pérsons nad to wwoenr vhose military service was 'unmgulated’ Thi;s renlﬁedtn

“the am"ival of ell sorts of ")co'J.Lu, men wp to 65 yeors old. IR tha ond the old~ ..

“wiés'%tal: i ted Aster

a"a:t ! 1952 it was -urcmly difiicult to gc‘h eyemption ﬂfem cey 3 e
posterfr gald that three eabegories would be cyempteds - (a)° ﬁien‘suypb:f‘tins a- U S
g (). students; and {¢) Inveiids. L fouril eotegory was not mentioned a.lthough it

E i ’ is known thet lmhortant Gof > indus tvioﬂ ean get exemption for their vorkers in -
certain ceses. Jn ouci < the cuom: Jt.-on wey bL renevwed for o per:!.od ‘of ‘one’ yee.r
E s only, but if it con be cou whrec times, the erson is exempted from militery -

9 service altogether., e ¢l o nove 1o tnio esTect in his militery Yooklet and is
3 1 relegoted to.the rescrve.  Iormerly this p ro.edure e,xmlied only to :ana.lids.

e A S v e 17

. s () To-get vn 'c;:cw_wr,:\o*l 45 actund L.L‘l more Cli‘fiLult than 'would appear
] from the poster. 7o come Into the Tirst ca‘ccgory one must be the

- - ’

only brenduinner In bhe fomily; the wife nust have her working '~ = - C

Jouered b ot ot BO per cent (on ordinery doctort's - i
¢ certificute 1lu incurfizient to u~ovc tiist the must go with &” - o o
. ' . specinl covd Lo o« » heving the confifence of the 'mili‘ba..‘oy EEREE R
) S authoritivs there raw » oo onll chil’ren 2nd no relative mﬁy

be in o ¢ £ v uoject recruit had e
no‘chcr 1'1-,'.7 o ".u = with her workins capa.ci'ty .

N
b0l
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(b) "The slulenvn ov ertegory I1 have certain nopes of being exempted

ir L 2 oorovides them with a certilicate that exemption
is 20 she interests ol the state wiilch requires profes-
sionul wen (

rroject for which they are required nust be
expressly meotioned). Only certain colleges - polytechnical and
tecinical - oo Ly Tor eremption oi their students. A
certificate Trom the ZMP on the noliticel attitude of the student
determines -«
success in ctudi
subject the

cl:c exewption will be granted. A few years ago
vas the determining factor irrespective of the
studied.

{c) "fac sick nerscns - category III - is determined
mmission, It is resided over by & civilien and

+  The doctors are nov young, with the

A<
ainimws postvzr training (3-5 years)., rudé and disagreecble.
rormerliy thers: used Lo be open discussion of the cause in the

presgnce of the draltee; now the deliberations of the commission

gre secret, ne explenctions are eimitted; the decision communicated
in writing. To anybody having bad eyesight or hearing they sey,
'Dobra, dobral! e shall sec!', and put down in their papers that

the men is it for service. Practically no ailment short of e missing
leg or nen : axenption; jeonle have been admitted vith. consumption,
cencer, suo ignhtadness, strong squint, two fingers missing. There

is o higher comaission waich is supposed to check on the lower one but
compl.ints seom useless as the decisions of “he lower one are always
condiruied. ’ ‘ i

+ -

(4) "The

ciomay epnwly for exemption of thelr workers
are metealiuvrgical vlonts, such as Stolczen in

S otozznia in Gdéonsk; the heavy industry
and mines in ete. T e worker must really be a speclalist
and the avvlication must be Filed Five days before the expiration of
the drafting wonth (i.e., on 25 Sept in autumn) ; otherwise they. are

disregarded.

"Thé conscription committee to which subject recruit had toirepdrt, 20 Séﬁt‘ 52, ‘had. .
1ts . premises in Gdynin «t 112, Sviztojanska Street. An ordinary flat was converted

" for the purpose. e entered through an snteroom 5 @ large empty room where there was

a table with a2 lew = ks vonduzting the preiiminery formalities” of verifying
docunents. T..e; seut 1o to the right into a large hell, several rooms of the
flat knocked into one. I tnis room there ware at least 100 people from T e.m. to

T p.m. - scme coming, others going. At one end of the hall was a sort of canteen
with a few sandwiches d cases of beer. The nrices were the usual 3rd class .
resteurant. ones. It was strictly Torbidden to drink strong liquor. Ten men at a time
were called to appear belore tie draft commission. In tae sergeant 's room they were
divided into two groups: +ihose who had no hove of eremption went straight to the
commission, the others went to the doctors' commission to the left along s passage,
where they were examined one by one. ’

"The drafting commission consisted of a cheirman - the Czymnik Spoleczny; anothexr
important civilizn, the chief of %he military department at the presidium of the
Mlejska Rada INerodow: lendlak (who seemed quite nice); Major (fnu) Bronilewskl, chief
of the Wosjkowa Komacnde .ijonowa in Gdynia; his aide, e lieutenent; & captain from
the navy; and the secretory who was o civilian. Bronicwskdi- is known in Gdynie as a
Commnist. The novei caotoin must hove been some kind of pelitruk for he asked
insistently about reiativ abroad, their occupntions, activity of Temily duwring World
Var II, whether they owmed any sroperty before thne war, etec.
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26. yhen subject recruit wrecented himself for tihie first time and a2sked to be exempted, |
he was t21ld to come buvk after three days. ‘The second time he was aaked the same
questions as the first time - probebly with the intention of catching him in some
discrepancy - and then told to w=it in the large hall. He sat there from 7 z.m. %o

p.m. vhen his ekempbticon was granted.  During thet time the waiting men were given
three lectures by lecturers from the iiojewodski Homitet of PZPR on Polish~Soviet
friendship."”

- end -
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